
FELIDAE CONSERVATION FUND
110 Tiburon Blvd, Suite 3
Mill Valley, CA 94941

donate:
Yes! I want to help protect wild cats 
and their natural habitats.

I want to help with a tax-deductible gift of $

If you would like to make a gift of stock, please 
contact info@felidaefund.org for information.

Thank you! Your gift is tax deductible to the full extent 
of the law. Please include this sheet in a stamped 
envelope addressed to:

For more information on our mission, conservation 
projects and future outreach events, please visit:
www.felidaefund.org
www.bapp.org
www.eastbaypumaproject.org

Or a monthly payment of $

METHOD OF PAYMENT (please circle one)

NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE

CARD #

SECURITY CODE EXP. DATE

CHECK CASH VISA MASTERCARD SECURITIES

Felidae Conservation Fund is a non-profit 
research and conservation organization founded 
in 2006 to advance the conservation of the 
world’s wild cats and their ecosystems. Our 
comprehensive model integrates critical field 
research, innovative K–12 programs, community 
involvement and enrichment, and cutting edge 
technologies. Felidae activities span the globe. 
We lead strategic research studies and collaborate 
on conservation projects worldwide providing 
strategy, funding, analysis, modeling, field 
support, planning and logistical assistance. 
Felidae’s education and outreach programs are 
designed to increase understanding and 
awareness, and thus enable the conservation of 
entire ecosystems.

hough Felidae Conservation Fund conservation 
activities span the globe, our organization is 
based in the Bay Area. Threats to pumas in the 
Bay Area are unique. Pumas and their smaller 
cousin, the bobcat, face problems that are 
speci�c to highly urbanized areas. One of the 
main conservation issues that threatens pumas 
is a lack of education, which can lead to a 
misunderstanding of these beautiful creatures 
and their important role in the ecosystem.

Our education and outreach program is geared 
towards educating residents of the Bay Area and 
California about these wild cats that share our 
backyards, their role in the ecosystem, and how 
we can all help the conservation of the Bay’s 
remaining predators.

Those who are lucky enough to call the Bay Area 
home are also lucky enough to live with lions. 
Though urbanization and growing human 
populations can be a problem for our wildlife, 
Felidae hopes to teach others that coexistence 
with these animals is necessary for the survival 
of these keystone species.

Pumas and Bobcats are both members the big cat 
family Felidae and subfamily Felinae. Both are 
New World felid species and are only found in the 
western hemisphere.

Mountain lions are large ambush predators found 
from mid Canada to the tip of Argentina and can 
be found in a wide variety of habitats. Bobcats are 
medium sized predators that are mostly found in 
the United States and do not utilize the dense 
tropical rainforests that pumas can.

Puma scat tends to be segmented with 
a diameter of an inch or larger. It often 
contains hair and bits of bone which 
may give it a white coloration. Unlike 
canine scat (Canines are omnivores), it 
will not contain seeds and other plant 
matter, since pumas are carnivorous. 
Pumas leave scat near scrapes, along 
trails, in arroyos, under overhangs, in 
caves, and near kills.

Since pumas retract their claws, puma tracks typically do not show claws in their 
tracks. Their tracks also have the following characteristics: They are asymmetrical, 
have three lobes on the bottom of the heel pad, and notch on top of the heel pad (in a 
clear print). They also have a ‘leading toe’ that allows trackers to distinguish 
between the left and right track.
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Mountain Lions
In CA and Bay Area

Protect Pumas?
Why Should We

As predators, pumas and bobcats are considered 
keystone species. Mountain lions control deer 
populations, and other prey animal populations, 
and thus regulate the balance of trophic levels 
throughout the food chain.

Bobcats are mesopredators that regulate smaller 
prey species numbers, and also compete with other 
mesopredators, such as coyotes and raccoons, for 
resources. Both pumas and bobcats have been 
extirpated from much of their range. Puma 
populations are no longer found east of the 
Mississippi River Valley as a result of over hunting 
and habitat loss.

Current Range

Historic Range

Mountain Lion : 6–8 feet long Average Human : 6 feet tallBobcat  : 3 feet long

4”

Puma vs Bobcat

Puma Scat

Puma Tracks

Actual Size



Lion Country
Living In

Mountains lions, also known as pumas 
or cougars, have more names than any 
terrestrial animal in the world. They 
have an expansive range across the 
Americas and have picked up dozens of 
different names from the cultures that 
have come into contact with them.

As members of the family Felidae, and 
also of the subfamily Felinae, which also 
includes Jaguarundis, Cheetahs and 
Ocelots, Pumas are technically the 
world’s largest small cat.

Pumas are territorial animals. An adult 
male mountain lion requires between 
100-400 square miles of habitat. Pumas 
defend their territory and maintain 
borders with many different forms of 
territory marking. 
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Ecosystem
Role In

Meet People
When Pumas

Encounters between people and pumas are very rare. In California, and especially the Bay 
Area, we are lucky enough to live in close proximity to beautiful open areas that many 
wild species also call home. Because of this, it is possible that some of us may encounter pumas and 
bobcats when recreating in open areas.

For those of us who live in areas where we might come in contact with these species, it is important to remember 
how important these animals are and that they do not pose a threat to us. In fact, mountain lions, like most 
animals are a lot more afraid of us than we are of them. However, there are some steps we can follow to make 
the relationship between humans and pumas safer for all:

For Residences in Puma Territory:

 Trim vegetation surrounding house

 Remove plants that attract deer, raccoons, etc.

 Do not feed deer or attract other wildlife

 Do not leave pets or pet food outside at night 

 Fence livestock and keep contained

When Recreating in Puma Territory:

 Avoid hours between dusk and dawn

 Keep children in front of you and close by

 Never approach a puma of any size, especially a kitten

 Never approach a wildlife carcass

Pumas have a large home range and often live near borders of 
highly urbanized areas. In 2010, a male puma was shot and 
killed in downtown Berkeley. These events are not uncommon, 
especially in the Bay Area. Unfortunately, many people are 
highly misinformed about the reality of human-predator 
relationships.

Many people see mountain lions as dangerous predators that 
live in our backyards and pose a threat to our way of life. In 
reality, interactions between pumas and humans almost 
always end poorly for pumas.

Human encroachment into puma territory results in more 
negative interactions for pumas, including hunting as well as 
road strikes, which occur as we build more roads in puma 
territory. Though these are very serious issues for pumas and 
many wildlife species, Felidae’s education and outreach 
program is geared towards educating people on living in 
harmony with these animals.

Pumas are important predators. These animals regulate 
the number of deer and prey species in the ecosystem. In 
turn, prey species regulate the amount of vegetation in a 
system.

In an unbalanced system like the Bay Area, deer 
populations go unchecked and create problems for the 
rest of the ecosystem. Not only is there overgrazing of 
vegetation, which can disrupt nutrient cycles, but a boom 
in deer population results increases the number of car 
strikes with deer, which can be dangerous for drivers. 
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Do not feed deer or attract other wildlife

Do not leave pets or pet food outside at night 

Fence livestock and keep contained

When Recreating in Puma TerritorWhen Recreating in Puma TerritorWhen Recreating in Puma T y:

Avoid hours between dusk and dawn

Keep children in front of you and close by

Never approach a puma of any size, especially a kitten

Never approach a wildlife carcass
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road strikes, which occur as we build more roads in puma 
territory. Though these are very serious issues for pumas and 
many wildlife species, Felidae’s education and outreach 
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Living in Lion Country
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Learn more!
Stay informed about Felidae news, current projects and events, and tell 

your family and friends about us!

Mountain Lions

Visit our site: www.felidaefund.org
www.causes.com/felidaefund

www.facebook.com/felidaefund

www.twitter.com/felidaefund




