Bhutan Wild Cat Health Project

Species Ove rVieW Wild cats also serve as powerful umbrella species.

Protecting wide-ranging carnivores like snow

leopards safeguards entire ecosystems and the

species that share them. As climate change pushes

snow leopards toward higher elevations,

conservation efforts for thisapex predator

highlight broader climate impacts on other high-

mountain wildlife, Similarly, tigers anchor the

blodLversuy of Bhs.;,];an stropical forests, Where :
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Bhutan is home to nine wild cat species, making it
one of the most felid-rich regions in the world.
These range from apex predators like the snow
leopard, which sit at the top of the food chain, to
smaller mesocarnivores such as the Manul
(Pallas’s cat). Each species plays a distinct but
interconnected role in regulating prey
populations, controlling disease, and maintaining
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While the TUCN Red List identifies global o LT AN
conservation status, many wild cat spééyiﬁes remain — 3 &
poorly understood. A lack of basmecologlcal and

health data limits our ability to design &

based management strategies—especi

as Bhutan. e,







